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Locked Bag 1307 Launceston

Tasmania 7275 Australia 

Phone (03) 6324 3265  Fax (03) 6324 3048
Email education.enquiries@utas.edu.au

FACULTY OF EDUCATION
Powerful Knowledge:

 Mapping out Standards of Teachers’ Knowledge for Teaching Mathematics and English to Achieve the Goals of the Curriculum

Information for Teachers
1. Invitation
You are invited to participate in a project of national significance aimed at identifying teacher knowledge across the years of schooling in the key areas of Mathematics and English. The study is being led by Associate Professor Rosemary Callingham of the School of Education at the University of Tasmania (UTAS). The research team comprises of Associate Professors Kim Beswick and Helen Chick, and Professor Ian Hay, all from the School of Education at UTAS, as well as Professor Tom Nicholson from the Institute of Education at Massey University, New Zealand. The project is funded by the Australian Research Council (ARC) through the Discovery Grants Scheme.

2. What is the purpose of this study?
This project has seven specific aims, with the research falling into three phases, across three years. The aims of the larger project are:

1. To identify key aspects of teachers’ knowledge for teaching Mathematics and English;

2. To establish benchmarks for teachers’ knowledge for teaching Mathematics and English;

3. To identify similarities and differences in teachers’ knowledge for teaching between the two subject areas of Mathematics and English;

4. To develop a variety of instruments to measure this knowledge in ways that allow teachers at all levels of schooling to demonstrate appropriately their knowledge for teaching Mathematics and English;

5. To determine how the key aspects of teachers’ knowledge for teaching Mathematics and English change across levels of schooling;

6. To determine how the key aspects of teachers’ knowledge for teaching Mathematics and English change as teachers move through stages of experience; and

7. To explore sustainable ways in which teachers’ knowledge might be developed.
We are currently in Phase 1 of the study, which aims to identify important aspects of knowledge for teaching (KfT) in Mathematics and English, and to develop instruments to measure these constructs. There will be opportunities to participate again in Phase 2 (2014) when the project trials the instruments developed in Phase 1.
3. Why have I been invited to participate?

You are invited to participate in this study because you are a teacher or are a final year pre-service teacher. Teachers from a range of teaching levels are invited to participate; this includes Early Years teachers, Primary, Middle, Lower Secondary and Upper Secondary, from all career stages.

Participants in this phase of the study have been recruited by contact from professional teaching networks and associations, who have contacted their members or otherwise advertised the study on behalf of the project team.
Your involvement in this study is voluntary, and there are no professional or personal consequences should you decline to participate.
4. What will I be asked to do?

There are two opportunities for participation during Phase 1, either through focus groups and/or a pilot study.

Focus Groups:

You will be asked to participate in a focus group with 5-12 other teachers. In the focus group you will be asked questions to help you articulate your knowledge of and approaches to delivering appropriate curriculum content across all strands or domains in either Mathematics or English. Stimulus materials will also be used to help initiate discussion of specific techniques and understanding that teachers bring to their classroom teaching.
Focus groups will be held outside of school hours (e.g. weekends) in either publically available meeting spaces, or meeting spaces within educational settings (e.g. at UTAS). A focus group will be scheduled for a whole day (approximately 5 hours) with breaks and refreshments provided.
Focus groups may be audio or video recorded for the purposes of data collection only. Any quotes from the focus group will be in writing, identified by a descriptor of the group (e.g. Secondary Mathematics Teacher) or participant code. Should the research team want to use a quote for audio presentation purposes, the quote will be re-recorded by the project team, protecting your anonymity.
Pilot Study:

The pilot study will be a small-scale test of the instruments developed from the data gathered from the focus groups. During Phase 1, pilot studies will be limited to testing survey-style questions, administered either electronically (e.g. using a program such as Qualtrics) or on paper. They should take no more than half an hour for participants to complete. The purpose of the pilot will be to gather information about the readability and feasibility of the possible items, and there will be opportunities to comment on the items. 
5. Are there any possible benefits from participation in this study?
Your participation in this study has the potential benefits of:
· In-depth discussion with colleagues about important teacher practices and knowledge

· Sharing of teaching experiences and stories

· Exposure to stimulus material that you may choose to use or adapt in your own classroom

· Networking

· Contribute to an understanding of sustainable ways of developing teachers’ knowledge

· Contribute to the development of a national standard of teacher education and associated benchmarks
6. Are there any possible risks from participation in this study?

There are no specific risks anticipated with participation in this study.
7. What if I change my mind during or after the study?

You are welcome to choose your level of participation within the study. Although we would be pleased to have your participation, we respect your right to decline. There will be no consequences to you if you decide not to take part. All information will be treated in a confidential manner, and neither your name nor any other identifying information will be used in any publications arising from the project.
Should you participate in a focus group you can choose which questions you respond to, if any, and what stimulus materials you comment on or respond to, or to leave the group at any time. Your participation will be governed by a group protocol, and outside of the group your responses will be anonymous, including to members of the project team who did not attend the focus group. Given the nature of focus groups, it may not be possible to remove your responses should you decide to withdraw your consent after participating
Should you participate in a pilot study, your responses will be collected anonymously.

8. What will happen to the information when this study is over?
Your information will be treated confidentially. All of the data will be kept in password protected computer files on secure servers and in locked cabinets at the University of Tasmania for a minimum of five years from the date of first publication pertaining to the study and then destroyed.
A limitation to your confidentiality within this study is participation in a focus group. The group protocol will specify that participants are not to identify responses made by other participants in the group to non-participating parties. This protocol relies on trust within the focus group and cannot be guaranteed by the research team.

9. How will the results of the study be published?

This is nationally funded study. There will be progress reports and a final report to the Australian Research Council. In addition, the project team will report to professional associations, either at conferences or through journals and newsletters. It is anticipated that a number of academic and professional scholarly papers will be written and that there will be presentations at national and international conferences. 

Individuals who have participated in the study will not be identified in any publication or presentation. If audio files are used, quotes will be re-recorded by a member of the project team to preserve anonymity.

10. What if I have questions about this study?
Please keep these details handy should you want to contact someone about this research. You are welcome to contact members of the research team at any time with any questions you may have.

	Rosemary Callingham

University of Tasmania

Rosemary.Callingham@utas.edu.au
Phone:  (03) 6324 3051
	Kim Beswick

University of Tasmania

Kim.Beswick@utas.edu.au
Phone: (03) 6324 3167

	Helen Chick

University of Tasmania

Helen.Chick@utas.edu.au
Phone: (03) 6226 7220
	Ian Hay
University of Tasmania

Ian.Hay@utas.edu.au
Phone: (03) 6324 3144


	Tom Nicholson
Massey University
Ian.Hay@utas.edu.au
Phone: +64 6 350 TBA 

	


This study has been approved by the Tasmanian Social Sciences Human Research Ethics Committee. If you have concerns or complaints about the conduct of this study, please contact the Executive Officer of the HREC (Tasmania) Network on (03) 6226 7479 or email human.ethics@utas.edu.au. The Executive Officer is the person nominated to receive complaints from research participants. Please quote ethics reference number [Hxxxxx].
To participate:

Please complete and sign the accompanying Participant Consent Form Phase 1 and follow the instructions provided overleaf, or in the email this is attached to. 

Thank you for taking the time to consider this study.

This information is you to keep.
UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA










